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Summer School 2017 
Attendance (Monday 7th – Friday 11th August 2017)
	
	Monday 7th  
	Tuesday 8th 
	Wednesday 9th 
	Thursday 10th 
	Friday 11th  

	Morning
	113
	116
	106
	109
	107

	Afternoon
	114
	116
	105
	109
	107



Summary
61% of the new Year 7 cohort attended Summer School 2017.
131 children attended in total with over 100 children attending each day for both morning and afternoon sessions.
32% of the children who attended are identified as FSM (42 Children in total).
68% of our identified ‘nurture’ students attended summer school.

Evaluation

Date: OBA summer school 2016 ran between Monday 7th and Friday 11th August 2017.
Venue: Activities took place at OBA, Brookvale Recreation Centre and offsite at LA Bowl (Warrington).
Objective: To reduce the dip in academic ability and confidence often generated by the long summer holiday, to boost reading and writing ability, to increase confidence overall about starting secondary school and provide students with the opportunity to create new friendships as well as trying activities they may otherwise not have the chance to do. 
Target Group: Activities were advertised to the new Year 7 cohort only. Over the course of the programme a total of 131 different children attended summer school at the Academy.  

Funding: Again this year no government funding was available; previously, £500.00 per FSM student had been allocated by the government to run a two-week summer school scheme.  OBA recognize the value of a summer school as part of a successful transition process and therefore JRY allocated £6,000 to enable a programme to take place. 
To achieve a successful programme within the allocated budget, funding efficiency was maintained through the following ways:
One week programme (instead of two weeks).
Predominantly in-house activities.
Slightly reduced payments for staff (compared to when we had the government funding available)
Parents provided children with packed lunches again this year.


Timetable: The programme consisted of academic sessions in the morning and a choice of recreational activities during the afternoon. The children participated in English lessons Monday – Wednesday and Maths lessons on Thursday and Friday. Afternoon activities included the following; dance, drama, cooking, science, ICT, textiles, sports and a trip out to LA Bowl in Warrington.

Groups: This year students are in mixed-ability sets for their lessons and therefore this format was largely reflected in the groups for the academic sessions at summer school. We did however group students identified as ‘nurture group’ candidates together. This enabled increased support for those students most at need academically.
Children chose which activity they wanted to attend in the afternoon and thus the groups were mixed both ability and gender-wise. 

Overall, Summer school 2017 was extremely well represented with an average number of 110 students attending each day. A particular strength again this year was that the vast majority of the group attended full days from 9.30am – 3.30pm. This created a strong group dynamic and helped pupils to form bonds with both staff and peers over the course of the week. 

Recruitment: Advertising the event, issuing information booklets and allowing parents to book their child on to activities at induction evening proved to be an efficient way of raising interest and securing commitment from both parents and students. Following this, a copy of the completed booking form was posted home as confirmation. As in previous years, a note was included on the bottom of the booking form to encourage parents to think carefully about their child’s availability to attend sessions in a bid to minimize wasted places. This had a great impact and significantly reduced the number of non-attenders in comparison to former years.  The booking forms were an effective way of acquiring parental consent for all activities as well as obtaining an emergency contact number.   

Feedback: students completed an evaluation form on the last day and all stated they had enjoyed summer school and all said they would recommend the programme to other children starting at the Academy.
As part of the evaluation form, students were asked what their favourite part of summer school was and the comments below highlight a selection of the most common answers;
 “I enjoyed everything!”
“My favourite part of summer school was art!”
“I will now be more comfortable in Year 7”
“Making new friends because when I start I will know people’s names”
“Getting to know the teachers”
“Having fun and meeting new friends”
“We got to meet new people”
“Spending time with teachers and friends”
“Bowling because I don’t get to stuff like that with my friends” 
“I enjoyed it all”
 “The Math’s because it challenged me but it was also fun!”
“I enjoyed the dance lessons because you got to learn different styles”
“Making new friends because I need to know people in my new school”
“The sporting activities as there was a whole different variety”
“There was nothing I didn’t like!”

Objective and Impact
English: The aim of the three English Summer School sessions was to develop literacy skills and confidence within the subject. Nationally, it is shown that students' levels tend to regress once they have left Primary school in July and join Secondary School in September. Therefore, we aim to avoid this 'dip' in progression as they make the transition from Key Stage 2 into Key Stage 3. 
Miss Emma Woolmer (Head of KS3): After feedback from staff who had done summer school before, I decided to update the summer school sessions this year and make them more academic. Usually the Y6 curriculum lends itself to a far greater development of writing skills than analytical reading skills, and so most of our tasks were designed to help bridge this gap. After teaching last year’s Y7 cohort, I had noticed that the following areas were where we found typical weaknesses in our incoming pupils, and so the sessions were designed to work on these particular reading skills.
Annotating texts
Finding quotations as evidence for ideas
Language analysis
Justifying ideas in depth
Interpretation and inference



The pupils all seemed engaged with the theme we chose (sidekicks) and were exposed to a variety of different texts from different genres and contexts on this theme. The work they produced was of a good standard and hopefully we will find they are more familiar with these key skills when beginning OBA.
Maths:

Mr Thomas Collinson (Head of Maths): The activities and topics where chosen to give a breadth of the overall curriculum. Students also completed tasks that enhanced their problem solving skills in order to improve resilience. A carousel approach was adopted to reduce planning for staff but most importantly allow students to work with as many of the department as possible. Students enjoyed the activities provided. Behaviour was excellent and positive relationships with students where forged.

Future considerations and ideas
Student’s expressed that they would be interested in the following activities being part of the programme in the future: singing, ski-ing, music and swimming.
Summer School 2017 to be planned early again and booking forms to be completed once again on Induction Evening in July. A copy of each booking form will be posted home with a medical and SEN info form so that parents have confirmation of the activities they have booked. 
“My favourite part of summer school was making new friends because when I start OBA I will know people’s names and have people to talk too.”
Holly Fitzpatrick






“My favourite part of summer school was doing lots of different activities in Maths because it was fun trying to solve problems and making a tower out of card.”
Charlie Chesworth




“My favourite part of summer school was


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: C:\Users\s.snagg.OB-AC.000\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\DRUMQ8WN\IMG_8170 (3).JPG][image: C:\Users\s.snagg.OB-AC.000\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\DRUMQ8WN\IMG_8174.JPG]	“My favourite part of summer school was getting to know the teachers and making new friends because I was nervous about coming to high school.”
Macie Mather

“My favourite part of summer school was LA bowl because I have never been bowling and it was a great experience and I really enjoyed it”
Bethany Smith 

“My favourite part of summer school was the Maths class because it challenged me but it was fun.”
Ellie-Mae Dixon-Jones

“My favourite part of summer school was the afternoon sessions because it gave me an idea of some of the things you have the opportunity to do at OBA.” 
Paige Heaps
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